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RECORDBOOK—REQUIRED

State-Specific Recordbook Requirements — Revised November 2009

ASN recommends that ALL notaries use a recordbook of notarial acts. Notaries in several states are required
to use a recordbook (also called a register or journal). Please review the following statues as your state
either requires the use of a recordbook OR has specific guidelines you must adhere to if you choose to use a
recordbook (if not required by state law). You may print this document for your records.

CHAPTER 147: NOTARIES PUBLIC AND COMMISSIONERS

147.04 Seal and register.

Before entering upon the discharge of his duties, a notary public shall provide himself with a seal of a notary
public. The seal shall consist of the coat of arms of the state within a circle one inch in diameter and shall be
surrounded by the words “notary public,” “notarial seal,” or words to that effect, the name of the notary public
and the words “State of Ohio.” The seal may be of either a type that will stamp ink onto a document or one
that will emboss it. The name of the notary public may, instead of appearing on the seal, be printed,
typewritten, or stamped in legible, printed letters near his signature on each document signed by him.

A notary public shall also provide himself with an official register in which shall be recorded a copy of every
certificate of protest and copy of note, which seal and record shall be exempt from execution. Upon the
death, expiration of term without reappointment, or removal from office of any notary public, his official
register shall be deposited in the office of the county recorder of the county in which he resides.
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